
Chair’s Summary 2023 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 
Nau mai, haere mai. 

Reflecting on the past year: 

Orchestra Wellington's 2023 season was filled with captivating performances, diverse collaborations, 
and impactful community engagements. The subscription concert series showcased the orchestra's 
versatility artistically, culminating in the iconic 'Messiah' collaboration with Orpheus Choir in 
December. Strategic partnerships with a diverse range of organisations and promoters enriched the 
cultural landscape of the Wellington region, while community initiatives, like the Music to Schools 
programme, impacted over 4,000 children. 2023 also saw conclusion of our Composer-in-Residence 
programme with John Psathas. His contribution over the past four years are immeasurable, both to 
the Players and the Audience. We look forward to releasing the body of work from his time with the 
orchestra in the form of a double LP in July. 

While a busy year, we continue to be vigilant and monitor closely our financial viability. Audience 
numbers have remained steady with continued very positive feedback. The flow on effects however 
from constrained COVID related challenges as still with us as they are with all arts organisations and 
performers. General Manager, Beckie, chair of Finance and Audit Committee, Elly Ward are 
constantly monitoring income and costs, and talking to providers about the importance of early 
signalling of any cost increases. 

The Orchestra Wellington Foundation appointed Diana Marsh as chair. Since this appointment the 
Foundation has held an in-depth strategy meeting, focussing on the framework on moneys received 
through bequests moving from the Foundation to the Orchestra Wellington Trust. 

On Behalf of the board, a huge thank you to all our musicians and Marc Taddei for their commitment 
and expertise. Finally, thank you to our Manager, Beckie Lockhart and her team, and our Board of 
Directors for their work this last year. 

Thank you to all our stakeholders, supporters and audience members, for your exceptional loyalty and 
attendance, without which our journey would be much more challenging and difficult.  

Nāku noa, nā 

Ray Ahipene-Mercer 
Chair 



 

Summary of the financial statements 

2023 was a year of mixed financial results with increased production costs meaning that the 
Orchestra made a financial loss for the year.   

As with previous years concert takings, a number of successful partnerships along with continued 
support from Creative New Zealand and Wellington City Council grants meant that the Orchestra had 
strong revenue.   

Continuing inflation, however, meant that there was a significant increase in production costs at every 
stage.  Many of these costs increased significantly both in absolute terms and relative to previous 
increases.  Given the costs are budgeted a year in advance there is limited ability to respond in real 
time although management continue to work closely with providers to minimise the impact.  The 
operating costs were in line with previous years. 

It has remained the focus of the Board to ensure that it has sufficient funds to run for several months 
without income.  The challenges faced by the Orchestra are not unique, Arts organisations across 
New Zealand are needing to adapt to the high cost environment.  Fortunately the continued strength 
of the balance sheet provides the Orchestra and funders with confidence in its future success.    

Thank you to everyone who has helped with the continued success of the Orchestra especially the 
ongoing subscribers whose continued support this year has made such a huge difference. 

 
Elly Ward 
Chair of Finance & Audit Committee 
April 2024 
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